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NEWS BRIEFS
The story of how UAH senior
Olga Sayago came to United States
serves as proof that America is still
the land of the free and that dreams
really can come true here. A na
tive of Colombia, she moved here
seven years ago upon her family's
wishes to protect her from the dan
gers of their homeland.
see DREAM Pg 2

Unassuming biology professor
by day, ninja by night... Though it
sounds like pulp fiction, it is real
life for Dr. Leland Cseke, assistant
research professor in biological
sciences at UAH. In the evenings
he trades in his white lab coat for
black ninja garb.
see NINJA Pg 3

ARTS & LEISURE
BRIEFS
You may have noticed the
latest student art show in Union
Grove Gallery, or at the very least,
the title-"Sexually Hostile Art?"may have caught your eye. The
student artist, Anna O'Hara, is a
Studio Art major, Art History and
International Business minor, also
actively involved in the Art Club
(president) and the Kappa Delta
sorority at UAH.
see HOSTILE Pg 5

The Great Paper Airplane
Contest is happening once again at
the University Center Exhibit Hall
Friday, November 2. This is the
14th time the annual competition
has been held at UAH. Registration
begins at 3:30 p.m.
see AIRPLANE Pg 5

SPORTS BRIEFS
When it comes to football, Dr.
Wesley Colley of the UAH Cen
ter for Modeling, Simulation, and
Analysis knows as much about the
sport as he does about astrophysical sciences. With the Colley Ma
trix, he combines his work with his
hobby, expressing a love for foot
ball with numerical equations.
see MATRIX Pg 6
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How Accessible is UAH lor Students and
Faculty with Usabilities?
By: Rachel Lackey
Freelance Writer
Dr. Jared Dinehart, disabil
ity coordinator for UAH, is in the
process of creating a campus map
of accessibility. He spent hours
walking the paths around campus,
checking for areas that a person
with mobility issues may have
trouble crossing. He pinpointed
handicapped parking spaces in
each lot, checked every building
for the most accessible entrances,
and located ramps, elevators and
accessible bathrooms. The re
sulting proof looks like a regular
campus map, with a bird's eye sil
houette of buildings and snaking
lines of sidewalks and roads. The
red dots mark recommended en
trances, elevators and bathrooms;
the circular blue and white wheel
chair symbols identify accessible
parking spaces. The map will be
enormously helpful to students
and faculty with physical disabili
ties—but wouldn't a fully acces
sible campus be more beneficial?

Literary Scholar to
Teach Fiction
Writing at UAH
By: Katherine Baker
Senior News Writer
Dr. Sena Jeter Naslund, a
literary scholar and author, will
be teaching a new fictional writ
ing class at UAH this spring. The
410/510 level class will implement
the use of creative writing tools to
advance students' capabilities. The
craft of fictional
writing will be
taught through lectures, exercises,
demonstrations, and literary analy
sis of published authors.
Dr. Rose Norman, chair of
English department, explained that
Naslund was asked here as a part
of the eminent scholar's program.
The program is a recent addition
to the English department in which
published authors are asked to
come teach courses in fictional and
poetry writing.
Naslund has authored many
books such as "Abundance: A
Novel of Marie Antoinette," "Four
Spirits," and "Ahab's Wife," or
"The Star-Gazer." She has re
ceived many accolades including
the Hall-Waters Southern Prize, the
President's Award for OutstandSee FICTION on Pg 3

Dinehart remains optimistic.
"It's not always easy, because
there's always the money thing,
there's always the time thing,
there's always that it's got to be
approved ... but from what I've
seen the sentiment is, 'Let's try to
do what we can.'"
Disability Support Services
(DSS) is an on-campus program,
"... committed to providing op
portunities for education, training
and activities to persons with dis
abilities," as stated in their infor
mation guide. They provide, "...
academic accommodations, en
couragement and other assistance
to enhance student independence
and self-advocacy, and education
al efforts to create a supportive
environment for students with dis
abilities."
Students with disabilities who
wish to request accommodations
must identify themselves to DSS
and provide documentation of their
condition, at which point Dinehart
will assess the individual's'case
and arrange for the appropriate ac
commodations to be made.
The Americans with Dis
abilities Act (ADA) and the Reha
bilitation Act of 1973 ensure civil
rights for people with disabilities,
and provide legal requirements for
public facilities. While all of the
buildings on campus conform to
the minimum standards laid out by
these acts, some find that "acces
sible" can be a far cry from "con
venient."
Dinehart explains, "Anything
built after the law was enacted is
required to be built to certain spec

ifications—they specify the width
of doorways, hallways, number of
parking spots designated for dis
abled, students, the height of the
the amount of pressure it
door... But even
to
in that case, there are some things
that are kind of tricky. For example,
if you only have two floors, it's not
required that you have an elevator.
Isn't that interesting that it's not a
It just makes
that you would do that."
the enactment of these laws are not
to conform to the same
the programs offered
within must be accessible. For ex
ample, if all history classes were
held on the third floor of a building
with no elevator, one class must be
held on the first floor to make the
program accessible.
Sophomore Garrett Anderson
says he is pleased with what DS
has done for him. He has
cular dystrophy, a
muscle disease, and uses a power
wheelchair. This year he is living
Hall's eight handicap-accessible
rooms. His two-bedroom suite has
been modified to meet his specific
needs. "They're adding automatic
doors to my room," he grinned.
Garrett previously attended St.
Andrew's Presbyterian College in
North Carolina, which offers 24hour attendant care for students
with disabilities, and a fully acces
sible campus. As for UAH, he said,
"All of my classes are very accom
modating. There is one class I've
discovered I have to arrive early,

because a lot of times it fills up
and there [isn't] enough space. I
imagine that won't be as much of
a problem when I get up to higherlevel classes."
His only complaint about ac
cessibility at UAH is one with
which everyone on campus can re
late: parking can be frustrating. For
Garrett, that frustration tends to be
triggered by inconsiderate fellow
students: "I see people ... park [in
handicap spaces] and then run into
class. They don't need to be park
ing there." He continued, "There
are a few crosswalks without curb
cuts, and 1 think that's kind of puz
zling." "Curb cuts" are the small
inclines that allow wheelchairs to
access sidewalks.
Joy Hudson, Garrett's tem
porary caregiver, suggested that
a genderless bathroom would be
"Sometimes
the women's
room, because I couldn't go in the

men's room. It can be embarrass
ing."
Molly Felder is an adjunct fac
ulty member at UAH, and holds
a master's degree in disabled cul
ture. "I often tell my students to
use regular bathroom stalls unless
[they are] full, and some invari
ably, innocently respond, 'But it
only takes a second!' Yes, and in a
building with one bathroom wide
enough for my chair to enter and
for me to close and lock the door, it
only takes a second for my dignity
to fall away and render my mas
ter's degree irrelevant. It's more
See ACCESIBILITY on Pg 8

The College of Business Administration
Announces its Acting Dean
By: Emma Dean
Freelance Writer
The College of Business Ad
ministration has designated Dr.
James T. Simpson as its acting
dean. Simpson will begin his ad
ministrative duties this December
and succeed Dr. C. David Billings
as dean after his January 1, 2008
retirement.
Simpson has been the chair
of the management and marketing
department and a professor of mar
keting at UAH for 17 years. Even
before his involvement with the
business school, he was employed
at UAH as the executive assistant
to the president and executive di
rector of university advancement.
"Jim has had a very interest

ing, multi-faceted academic career,
working first with President John
Wright in a number of executive
capacities, then as a traditional
teacher-scholar for the bulk of his
career," said Dr. Lewis Radonovich, provost and vice president for
academic affairs. "He has a broadbased background. Jim brings a
great deal of enthusiasm and en
ergy to the position. He envisions a
very dynamic business school, sets
high standards and has the strong
support of the business faculty."
Simpson is interested in increasing
the opportunities available to UAH
business students, including enroll
ment capacity, fundraising events,
and co-op and internship availabili
ties. He is also focused on incorpo
rating UAH's Office of Economic

Development (OED) into the col
lege.
Simpson anticipates that
the OED's presence in the business
school's Center for Management
and Economic Research (CMER)
will increase the college's size and
teaching capacity by about 50 per
cent. "The addition of this capabil
ity to our existing Center for the
Management of Science and Tech
nology (CMOST) and the Small
Business Development Center will
significantly enhance the college's
position among the nation's busi
ness schools," he explained.
With all of the anticipated
additions to the business school,
Simpson is eager to begin his ten
ure. "I'm happy to have this opporSee BIZ on Pg3
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The American Dream
is Still Alive
By: Katherine Baker
Senior News Writer
The story of how UAH senior
ga Sayago came to United States
rves as proof that America is still
2 land of the free and that dreams
illy can come true here. A na•e of Colombia, she moved here
ven years ago upon her family's
shes to protect her from the danrs of their homeland.
Ejercito de Liberacion Nacio1 (ELN) and the Fuerza Armada
:volucionaries de Colombia
ARC) are organizations of guerla warfare in South America. The
•m guerilla serves as pun for their
vage, animal-like characteristics,
lese independent groups rebel
d fight against the civilians and
vemment of the country threating the welfare of families like
yago's. They are politically lead
revolutionary Fidel Castro statSayago.
In 1994 Senor Manuel Sayago,
ga's grandfather, was kidnapped
the ELN. For nine months he
ts forced to travel through the
rests of Colombia with the guelas. Unlike so many that suffer
treme physical abuse or even
ath; he escaped with only severe
ilnutrition and a psychological
iorder.
"They want to change the
untry by letting the rich people
ow that they have control,"
id Olga of the guerillas. She exained the good fortune of having
andparents with income enough
support her educational endeavs. However, having money in
flombia meant that her family
d to pay "la vacuna," a yearly
nsom to the guerrillas.
If the guerrillas decide they
ant more money and their request

is not fulfilled, they will hound ci
vilian land, killing livestock and
people. There is no set rate or
regulation. Things were getting too
dangerous for Olga. After Manuel
returned, the ELN began to send
letters to the Sayago family with
threats of kidnapping Olga. They
had to be paid off, and Olga had to
get out to prevent future threats on
her life.
After 18 years in Colombia,
Olga moved to Huntsville where
she has family. "It was a dream
come true,"she said. She explained
further that in her homeland even
visiting the United States was a fa
mous thing to do. "Everyone want
ed to be around you asking 'Oh,
you have been to the US, what's it
like?"'
She went on to say that the
Hispanic perspective of the United
States is a very fond one. "The
way people see it is like America
is a place where trees have dollars
growing from them." Olga's men
tality has changed dramatically
and she feels safe and happy in the
United States.
Olga is studying Spanish and
French. She recently completed
an internship in Barcelona. After
graduation she hopes to do some
humanitarian work, in which she
will help immigrants become ac
climated with the county. She also
has a desire to pursue immigration
issues. "I would work with the gov
ernment to help people understand
Latin American Culture," she said.
She doesn't know where the
future will take her, but she will
succeed in whatever she does. Her
experiences have taught her to
cherish each day. "I am one to live
in the present, and will build my
future day by day," said Olga

The Exponent

Boeing Program Encourages Free Learning
he missed the constant intellec
tual stimulation. "You come home
from work and there's nothing to
do. It's a challenge to keep going;
you feel like you're stagnating," he
explained.
Upon discovering that Boeing
would be willing to pay all the tu
ition and book fees necessary for a
master's degree in mechanical en
gineering with an aerospace focus,
Hendricksen immediately enrolled
as a part-time graduate student at
UAH. Boeing offers a "Learning
Together Program" for its employ
ees, which allows them to earn an
undergraduate, graduate, or post
graduate degree in a field of their
choice at no expense. All the em
ployee has to do is make sure that
their school of choice is on the list
of Boeing's accredited institutions,
of which there are over one hun
dred. To provide even more incen
tive, Boeing gives 100 shares to its
employees upon graduating with a
graduate or post-graduate degree.
As amazing as it sounds, Hen
dricksen explained that the pro
gram directly benefits the compa
ny. "Boeing is a very competitive
company," he said. "They don't
know where their next gain is go

By: Emma Dean
Freelance Writer
UAH graduate student, Adam
Hendricksen, knew from the time
he was a small child that he wanted
to be an aerospace engineer. He
also knew that wanting that very
thing would present him with lim
itless learning opportunities.
Hendricksen grew up in Or
egon City, Oregon. He lived in a
mral suburb just outside of Port
land. He attended the University
of Washington in Seattle, where
he earned a bachelor's degree in
aeronautical and astronautical en
gineering. Following graduation
Hendrickson was distressed with
the limited opportunities to work
in Seattle. He applied to dozens of
jobs, but did not receive any offers.
On a whim he applied to a job at
Boeing in Huntsville, and after six
months of refusals he had an offer.
Hendricksen arrived in Hunts
ville last December and immedi
ately began working for Boeing as
a structural analyst. He was soon
disappointed to find that work
ing left him with more free time
than he had had as a student, and

ing to come from." In other words,
Boeing recognizes that fields out
side of science and engineering of
fer unique modes of thinking that
might enhance their projects in
ways not anticipated.
Hendricksen is much hap
pier now that he is back in school,
where he enjoys expanding his field
of knowledge in the liberal arts. At
the suggestion of a Boeing mentor,
Hendricksen enrolled in PH 301, a
course in ancient philosophy, this
fall. He also plans to take courses
in political science, psychology,
sociology, art history, and music
as he completes his engineering
degree. Hendricksen intends to be
an active learner for years to come.
"There is so much complexity and
texture in the world and so many
things to learn. You wouldn't want
life to become boring, right?"
"It might take me 4 or 5 years
to graduate, but I would rather take
the opportunity of the free learning
that Boeing offers its employees,"
Hendricksen said. For more infor
mation on how Boeing employees
can participate in the Learning
Together Program at UAH, visit
http://www.coned.uah.edu/Boeinglt.cfm.

Police Statistics for September
The following statistics are provided in compliance with the Federal Crime
Awareness and Campus Security Act of 1990, and as a courtesy to the uni
versity community. This data represents incident/offense reports taken by the
UAH police from September 1— midnight of September 30, 2007
TYPE OF INCIDENT/OFFENSE

PLACE OF OCCURRENCE

INSTANCES

Burglary

South East Campus Housing

1

Complainant Contact

North Campus Residence Hall

1

Criminal Mischief

University Fitness Center

1

Driving Under the Influence

Holmes Avenue

1

Central Campus Residence Hall

1

Engineering Building

1

Morton Hall

1

Roberts Hall

1

Athletic Field

1

Madison Hall

1

South East Campus Housing

1

Duty Upon Striking Unattended Vehicle

Found Property

Wilson Hall
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Harassment

Central Campus Residence Hall

1

Lost Property

University Center

1

Rape

North Campus Residence Hall

1

516 Fraternity and Sorority Row

1

Cramer Hall

1

Madison Hall

1

Intramural Athletic Field

1

BRIAN WRIGHT
KAVI SPENCE
KATHERINE BAKER
STEPHANIE KALOI
RAYMOND GILSTRAP
JENNIFER HOWARD

Theft of Property

South East Campus Housing
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1

University Center

1

University Fitness Center

3

Administrative Science Building

Next Issue: Wednesday, November 7th 2007
Traffic Accident

Website: http://exponent.uah.eda/

North Campus Residence Hall

Ben Graves Drive

1

Erskine Drive

1

Erskine and Holmes

1

Holmes Avenue

1

South East Campus Housing

1

University Center

2
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This Ninja Takes On Global Warming
Unassuming biology professor
by day, ninja by night... Though it
sounds like pulp fiction, it is real
life for Dr. Leland Cseke, assistant
research professor in biological
sciences at UAH. In the evenings
he trades in his white lab coat for
black ninja garb.
Cseke holds a doctorate in
plant cellular and molecular biol
ogy from the University of Michi
gan, Ann Arbor and is a 4th Dan,
Shidoshi Ho licensed by Grand
master Masaaki Hatsumi. "A lot of
people don't really see the connec
tion between martial arts and biol
ogy," he laughed, "but it's there."
They both require discipline and
analytical thinking, he pointed out,
and the ability to remain stable
whether one is in a confrontation
or writing a grant to receive fund
ing.
Cseke founded the UAH Bujinkan Dojo in 2002, and teaches
Bujinkan Budo Taijitsu in the eve
nings. On a chilly night outside

the University Center, blonde hair
sways against his neck with what
seems to be the same amount of
effort he uses to flip an opponent
onto the grass. Commonly known
as ninjitsu, this martial art was de
veloped by the samurai and ninja
of Japan.
"Our grandmaster, Hatsumi,
was taught by Takamatsu Toshitsugu, who is the last of the true ninjas—not the Hollywood ninjas.
You gotta get the Hollywood nin
jas out of your brain, because that's
something that's all fabricated."
The last to carry this tradition, Hat
sumi decided to share the art with
the world rather than keep it secret
and let it die out.
As an undergraduate, Cseke
tried several martial arts which he
found to be "wimpy and impracti
cal," before discovering ninjitsu.
"Fundamentally I'm a scien
tist, so I really like to dig into what
makes things work." That's what
intrigues him about this martial art.
"You really have to dig into what
makes the movement work—why
is it so efficient, why can a little
tiny person take down a big person

FICTION from Pg 1

BIZ from Pg 1

ing Creative Activity, and notable
book reviews from The New York
Times, The Seattle Times, and Los
Angeles Times. She was recently
invited to participate in the 2007
National Book Festival.
Not only is Naslund an award
winning author, but also an Ala
bama native. "It means a great deal
to return to my home state to teach
Alabama students. I remember my
own love of literature and desire to
learn to write fiction during those
days, and I hope very much to be a
help to students at UAH in terms of
their reading and creative writing,"
she said.
Also coming in the spring of
2008 is the theatrical adaptation of
her book "Four Spirits."
Set in Birmingham, the story
focuses on the trials and tribula
tions of the freedom movement in
1960s. Its historical themes provide
inspiration through the characters'
struggles to balance their individu
al lives in a world of so much racial
tension. The world premier will be
held at the Merrimack Performing
Arts Center. The performance dates
are scheduled for February 7, 8, 9
at 7:30 p.m., and February 9 and 10
at 2:30 p.m.
Beyond the play and the fic
tional writing class, Naslund will
be very busy with an honors forum
and various writing workshops. Dr.
Frank Franz will host the forum on
January 15, at 11:10 a.m. The writ
ing workshops will be held March
29 at 9 a.m. and April 21 at 4 p.m.
For more information on
Naslund and the various programs
and events, contact the English de
partment in Morton Hall.

tunity to be a part of the team that
will lead the business school to the
next level," he said.
Simpson is no stranger to
achievement. This September he
was named a distinguished profes
sor, only the sixth UAH faculty
member to receive this title and the
first from the College of Business
Administration. The designation is
awarded based on a faculty mem
ber's notable accomplishments in
teaching, research, and service to
the university, profession and com
munity.
He has also been hailed as one
of UAH's most exceptional teach
ers. He received the 2004 Acad
emy of Marketing Science national
outstanding marketing teaching
award, the UAH Foundation's dis
tinguished teaching award, a UAH
Student Government Association
outstanding faculty award, and the
UAH College of Business Admin
istration's outstanding undergradu
ate and graduate teaching awards.
In 2005, business school alumni
chose Simpson as the most influen
tial faculty member on their lives.
Simpson's research interests
include the framework of market
ing distribution systems, the mar
keting of high-technology prod
ucts, supply chain management,
and risk and performance in soft
ware development in developing
countries. He received his doctor
ate in marketing and applied sta
tistics from the University of Ala
bama in 1990. He received both his
master's in business administration
and bachelor's of science in busi
ness administration from the Uni
versity of Southern Mississippi.

By: Rachel Lackey
Freelance Writer

... [Ninjitsu] is not a martial sport,
it's an actual martial art, and this
analytical process is part of what
makes it an art, not a sport," he said
referring to American martial arts
that focus on accomplishments.
In contrast, he describes nin
jitsu as a "nit-picky" martial art
because, "You're really just trying
to identify [your] weaknesses, so
you're constantly being confronted
with that. And if you're not the
kind of person who likes to face
your weaknesses, you don't do
well. It's the same thing in the lab,
too. If you're just blindly doing a
protocol and not looking for why
it didn't work, then you're going to
keep repeating that same mistake
over and over again."
Cseke's day job is no less ex
citing. His work involves hot-but
ton issues such as global warming,
alternative fuels and genetic modi
fication.
The longest-running project
entails MADS-box genes that de
termine the growth and develop
ment of trees and their flowers. It
appears that some of these genes
control wood growth in roots,
which has important implications
in the face of global warming. Be
cause of the greenhouse effect, ris
ing levels of carbon dioxide in the
atmosphere increase the tempera
ture of the earth's surface.
"Trees are really good at grab
bing carbon dioxide out of the air
and putting it into biomass, which

is wood development," said Cseke.
He wants to identify the link be
tween the MADS-box genes and
trees' use of carbon dioxide in cre
ating wood. Reducing the amount
of carbon dioxide in the atmo
sphere would be a big step toward
slowing climate change.
He is also involved in a high
tech project using macroarrays,
which contain about 28,000 dif
ferent genes spotted onto a single
slide. These are created using ro
bots which extract the genes from
a liquid DNA sample. Then, said
Cseke, "[We] can extract RNA
from different tissues and actually
analyse what genes are in the tissue
and are being expressed by looking
at this macro array." He is working
with a group in Wisconsin which
studies how greenhouse gasses
affect tree growth. "So we're tak
ing the tissue from those trees and
we're looking at what genes are ac
tually affected by the carbon diox
ide. Through that, we're trying to
determine how trees are respond
ing to global [climate] change."
His newest project is study
ing gene expression in plants to
find out what makes certain plants
better at producing biodiesel than
others.
"In the U.S., biodiesel right
now is primarily coming from soy
beans, but there are other plants
that produce ten times the amount
of oil, and the quality of the oil is
actually better for biodiesel. A lot

of the plant-based oils are gre
because they don't have any sulf
in them, so [the biodiesel] doesi
pollute the environment and ten
to make the engines run more i
ficiently."
As a researcher who gene
cally alters plants, Cseke said
doesn't understand the controvei
surrounding genetically modifi
foods. He referred to the centurii
old practice of crossbreeding plat
to create hybrid varieties with c
sirable qualities such as hardine
and pest resistance. "What a hybi
actually does is it mixes togethi
say, 20,000 genes from one pla
and 20,000 genes from anotb
plant, so that's basically 20,0i
things that have changed. In g
netic engineering, you change o
thing." He laughed and shrugge
"I don't understand why people a
so concerned, because hybridiz
tion is so well accepted. ... Wh
you manipulate one thing, you
least know what you're manip
lating and you can track it, so
me [genetic engineering] is a vei
very safe way to do things."
Safe, like tossing students
the ground? Judging by the quii
unflagging enthusiasm (and la*
of injury) of his ninjitsu studen
Cseke is at least as precise in e
ecuting his ninja moves as he
in the laboratory. He has inform
tion on ninjitsu, including meetii
times and locations, at www.ua
edu/bujinkan/.
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Bv^am Ljour learning flt HAH- by studying abroad!
ENGLISH
• EH 440/540: US and Latin
American Fiction. Travel in May to

NURSING
• NUR 418/518: Global Health,
International Study. Travel in May to

Guanajuato, Mexico.

GLOBAL STUDIES AND HISTORY
• GS199/H Y 399: Legacies of the
Third Reich in Germany. Travel in
May to Munich, Nuremberg, and Berlin.

AEROSPACE ENGINEERING
• MAE 495/695: Aerospace
Engineering in Germany.
Travel in May to Cologne, Germany.

ART, ART HISTORY, AND ITALIAN
• 10-week Summer Program in
Cortona, Italy.

London.

FOREIGN LANGUAGES
• FL 200S: Intermediate Spanish
• FL 301S: Spanish Conversation
• FL 499S: Advanced Spanish
Conversation
All Spanish courses in Guanajuato, Mexico
with travel in May.

•

FL 200I: Intensive Intermediate
Italian. Course In Pisa, Italy with travel
in May.

•

FL 200G or FL 499G: Intensive
German. 4-week summer program In
DUsseldorf, Germany.

For more Information, please contact the global studies Program at
Q[obals.tudtis@uah.eduy&$-b2S8( prhttp://globaUtugil^.kah,edu.

2007

Halloween
Hullabaloo
By: Stephanie Kaloi
Senior Arts & Leisure Writer

As the weather makes its slow
transition into the cooler tempera
tures of Autumn, one's mind can't
help but begin to think about up
coming holidays. At the top of
most people's list? Halloween, of
course!
Halloween is the single most
glorious holiday for a few reasons.
It gives usually rational, intellec
tual adults an excuse to dress up
in an intellectually superior and
witty costume that only five other
people will understand. It gives
most people the opportunity to
dress up in a style or costume that
they normally wouldn't. For some
of us, it's the one day of the year
that people aren't always asking
if we're dressing that way on pur
pose, because everyone is dressing
that way on purpose. And would
any holiday extravaganza be com
plete without copious amounts of
candy? Of course not!
Fortunately for UAH students,
the Halloween spirit will not be
limited to the same old costumesand-candy song and dance. Oh no,
the people at ACE have something
much more special in mind for the
2007 Halloween festivities.
This year's Fall Fest takes
place October 29th-November 1st.
By day, students can attend a va
riety of events in the University
Center from llam-3pm. By night,
there are a few special treats in
store specifically for ghostbustinginclined.
Monday night's central event
is the performance of comedian
Daniel Tosh. Tosh is a veteran of
the late-night stand-up talk show

Crash Boom Bang Theatre
turnal. Watch what happens \
world without the sun. Constant
Scarecrow Trail & Enchanted Forest; More than 100 scare-

lace Avenue. Huntsville September 1-October 31.
tact: 256-430-3572)
Death Trail Haunted House: At Logan Fire Station

Rocky Horror ShowRenaissance Theatre cast at
Huntsville. Admission is $18

circuit. He first appeared on "The
Late Show with David Letterman",
which was subsequently followed
by performances on "The Tonight
Show with Jay Leno", "The Late,
Late Show with Craig Kilborn",
"Jimmy Kimmel Live", and "Last
Call with Carson Daly." Tosh also
has a comedy DVD/CD, "True
Stores I Made Up" coming out this
November. Despite the fact that his
website's calendar states Tosh will
be performing at the University of
Alabama-Tuscaloosa he will defi
nitely be at UAH.

Not to be outdone, Tuesday
evening has a treat all of its own.
ACE will be driving students to
The Huntsville Com Maze in
Brownsboro. Admission is free,
and students should meet outside
the University Center at 9pm, and
buses will transport everyone to
the maze.
Wednesday night is when
things really get busy. ACE, in
conjunction with David Harwell
and the Theatre Department, Will
Hall and the Audio/Visual crew,
and the Director of the University

Center, Doug Saunders, have coor
dinated what is perhaps the largest
grand-scale Haunted House UAH
has seen. Joseph Ditto, ACE mem
ber and Fall Fest extra ordinaire,
expounded further. "We are turn
ing the entire UC into a Haunted
House. There will be free food in
the lobby, and guided tours of the
'UAH Biomedical Facility' (read:
Haunted House), which will take
up 7 to 10 rooms. There has been
a lot of work between departments
to build the facility, and it should
scare even the bravest of souls."
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Stop in for an
extreme makeover.

Bt

-ifS®

THE
EXPONENT IS
HIRING!

HALLOWEEN EXPRESS
'

» .

1

1

4

4

'

1

*

4

4

•

'jj,

4

t

4

, ' 4

4

If, after all of these events, the
ghouls and goblins buzz is still in
your system, ACE has taken care
of you Thursday night as well.
There will be a showing of "Harry
Potter and the Order of the Phoe
nix" in the Exhibit Hall. The film,
which came out this summer, is
based on the fifth book in the Pot
ter series. "Order of the Phoenix"
picks up after Harry has reported
the return of Voldemort to mixed
reviews, and everyone's favorite
magical trio leads fellow Hogwarts
students in a quest to defend the
honor of their headmaster, Profes
sor Dumbledore. If you really don't
care what happens to Harry and the
gang, or you already know because
you've read each and every book
meticulously, you should still stop
by the Exhibit Hall and indulge in
the free popcorn and drinks.

Positions available include:

4

Layout Editor:
Requires a working knowledge of InDesign, Photoshop, fonts and design.

www.halloweenexpress.com

MUST be available Tuesday nights.

Halloween Express

Mom-?"'10-9

In the Westside Center
6275 University Drive
Huntsville, AL

Sun. 1-6

Costumes • Masks • Make-up • Accessories » Decorations

10% OFF

j
I
j
I with your student ID i

any 1 item ;

|

limit OTe per purchase Expire! 10/30/0?.

|

Web Designer:
Requires a working knowledge of
HTML, CSS, PHP/MySQL, and com
puter graphics.
To apply, visit Career Services (Room
117 of the Engineering Building) and
pick up an application. Submit appli
cations at the Exponent offices (Room
104, University Center.)
Appl'ca'
tions are due no later than October 26,
2007.
.
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Sexually Hostile Art? You be the Judge.
By: Stephanie Kaloi
Senior Arts & Leisure
Writer
You may have noticed
the latest student art show
in Union Grove Gallery, or
at the very least, the title"Sexually Hostile Art?"may have caught your
eye. The student artist,
Anna O'Hara, is a Studio
Art major. Art History
and International Business
minor,
also
actively
involved in the Art Club
(president) and the Kappa
Delta sorority at UAH. Her
show has been in Union
Grove since the 22nd of
October, and will run
through November 2nd.
Recently O'Hara had time
to answer a few questions
Artist Anna O'Hara poses next to "Perfect Incom
about her exhibit. As a pleteness " at the opening of her art show. (Photo by:
general caution to the
Greg Skibinski)
easily unnerved, the show
itself consists of many large
images of male genitalia.
do. It has multiple meanings to
The title of your show is"Sexually myself, and hopefully it will to the
Hostile Art?"-what does this viewer as well. I just want people
mean to you? What does it mean to be able to see my work and show
in relation to the pieces in the them how passionate I am about
show?
it. It's to be enjoyed, admired,
AO: Well, the phrase • "Sexually questioned, and interacted with. I
Hostile Art?" was actually a phrase appropriate old canvases of others
I cut out of a magazine and is a lot-this idea of appropriation and
collaged into my very first work of ownership is something I think is
the series. It was hard to come up important for the audience to be
with a title for this body of work aware of when viewing this work.
due to it sensitive subject matter. I have had mixed responses to it
I feel the title I chose works on just from fellow art students and
different levels. The sexual nature people passing through the studio,
of the work is obvious, but I think and I am very excited to see how
the title asks one to decide for people will respond to something
themselves whether they would that could be seen as controversial.
like to view the exhibition merely What inspired the paintings for
as an explicit reference to the male this show?
body, or to build on this initial AO: Well, I didn't plan on creating
response and interact with it on a a body of work focused on this type
more emotional level. It is also a of subject matter in the beginning.
question I constantly asked myself It started with a picture and some
while at work-am I doing this out unresolved feelings. I didn't know
of hostility towards something where I was going with it at all,
or someone? Out of desire? Or but it just kept happening and I
because I have the power to do so? kept painting more and more of the
What is the message of the show same things. It was almost like an
and what are your aims through internal struggle of intimacy, desire,
and possession, but is also me as an
public presentation?
AO: Honestly, there is not a artist trying to do something that is
specific message I am trying authentic and true.
O'Hara's show
will
be
to convey. It's not political or
religious or environmental. I'm not exhibited in Union Grove through
trying to persuade the viewers or November 2nd. The gallery is
make them aware of something I open Monday through Friday from
feel is important, like many artists 12:30-4pm, or by appointment.

Last Ditch Effort

Paper Airplane
Contest Flies Again
By: Matt Barron
Freelance Writer
The Great Paper Airplane
Contest is happening once again at
the University Center Exhibit Hall
Friday, November 2. This is the
14th time the annual competition
has been held at UAH. Registration
begins at 3:30 p.m.
The event, hosted by the
American Institute of Aeronautics
and Astronautics (AIAA), will
bring together people of all ages to
fly paper airplanes.
"It's mainly a fun time to get
kids involved in space and sci
ence," said Terry Abel, director of
pre-college outreach for the Mis
sissippi and Alabama chapter of
the AIAA.
The competition will have
four flying categories: aerobatics,
time of flight, distance, and accura
cy. One paper airplane entry is al
lowed per person per category, and
it must be made using only paper,
glue, and tape.
There will also be an artis
tic competition. Unlimited entries
will be allowed for artistic judging.
The competition is open to anyone.
Competitors will be grouped by
age. Prizes will be awarded to the
top three competitors in each cat
egory.

By: John Kroes

Lana kept running. Cutting across three more streets, she thought
she might finally have lost the men chasing her. Not that that's a reason
to slow down.
After what felt like forever - her internal clock said it had been less
than a minute - she started getting back to populated areas, assuming
that "populated" was the word for it. To qualify as "populated" there
had to be a lot of people, and Lana wasn't so sure that the denizens of
the undercity qualified. Of course, neither did she. Walking past the
poor schleps who called the undercity home, flesh and machine alike,
she finally pushed her way into the marketplace.
She came upon the bazaar so suddenly, she stopped in her tracks
for a second before she continued. Out of the corner of her eyes she
identified the dampeners that let this underground market go essentially
undetected, blocking sounds and visuals, radio, wifi, and just about any
other signal that you could think of. As far as the world was concerned,
this place didn't exist. Unless, of course, you already knew that it was
there.
She just watched for a bit, which was a very odd sensation. She
had never done it before. As she walked past shops selling any and
everything you could think of - cure-alls, perfumes, drugs, antiques,
jewelry, machines of all types - she just watched the people, unsure
what they were going to do. The robots, of course, didn't pay her a sec
ond thought. They had their orders, and would follow them mindlessly.
They were the perfect invisible servants.
The people, however, were more ambiguous. Mostly, they all
seemed lost in their own private worlds, trying to pick their way through
the market to their next destination with a minimum of trouble. Oc
casionally, though, men walking by would give her a sidelong leer as
she walked by. She knew that none of them worked for the labs she
had worked so hard to escape, and didn't think they meant her harm,
so she wasn't sure just why they were so interested in her. They made
her feel... disgusted, somehow. At least, that was the word that came to
mind. It was a new sensation, but not a good one.
She was so distracted by them that she didn't see the man in front
of her until she walked into him. Drawing her attention back forward
again, she realized that he had been walking the other way - she was
staring directly at his chest. "Lost?" he asked from above her head, his
voice seeming to rumble slightly in his chest before coming out. Look
ing up, she saw a dark-skinned man smiling down at her. His expres
sion was nothing like the others; he seemed genuinely interested in her
well-being.
A servo spasmed in her leg, reminding her of her injuries. "Yes,
actually," she replied. "I'm trying to find a mek-shop; if you could point
the way..."
The man laughed. "This must be your day; I just happen to own
such a shop, and was just heading that way to open up for the night.
Always have more interesting customers then, and tonight is looking to
be no exception."
She hated to do it, but she decided to follow him; she needed the
parts, and he was about as trustworthy as any human was likely to be, as
far as she could tell. "Alright," she said. "What's your name?"
"Solomon," he said. His grin grew wide again as he started to walk
on. "At least, that's what they call me around here. Stick around long
enough, you may even find out why. What's your name, my friend?"
"Lana," she told him. "Lana Eden."
He looked down at her as she walked beside him, and raised an eye
brow. "An interesting name. I wouldn't have pegged you as a Lana."
She looked at him, a question in her eyes. "You're much too pretty to be
a Lana." He started laughing again, when they came to his shop. "Here
we are. So, tell me, what do you need?"
"A knee joint," she said. "Have a little damage to one, and need it
repaired."
He looked at her. "You know, typically people bring in damaged
parts. It's what mek-shops usually do. Any reason you didn't bring
it?"
"I did," she said. She raised her pants leg and put her foot on a
chair to show him the damage she'd sustained in the fall. When she
looked back up. though, Solomon wasn't smiling. He had a look of
horror on his face. "My God," he said. "You're an android... you can't
be here." He took her by the arm and force-marched her back to the
back door. "Get out." He swung the door open and nearly threw her
out. "Get out now!"

For more of Last Ditch Effort, please visit http:.'/www.lde-online.com/

Serial stories are a writing style that newspapers adapted in the 19th century. They in
corporated tales of sci-fi, mystery, murder, and madness. Edgar Allen Poe is a renown
example that authored such fictional stories. Printed with permission. ©2007 Matthew
Callis. Questions or comments may be sent to runmvrace@gmail.com.

By: Aniruddha Joshi
Freelance Writer

By: Raymond Gilstrap
Senior Sports Writer

Full Name: Brandon York
Sport: Cross Country
Major: Mechanical/Aerospace Engineering
Current GPA: 3.48
What Brandon likes most about UAH: "It's the MIT of the south. All
of its accreditations are going to make for a respectable degree when I
graduate."
Why Brandon enjoys running cross country: "I don't do it for the
pleasure; I do it for the pain," he said quoting Lance Armstrong.
Brandon's hobbies: "[I] used to draw a lot in my spare time, but I haven't
really had much of that over the years. ... Nowadays, my fun consists of
hanging out with my girlfriend and going home on weekends when we
don't have cross country meets."
Brandon's plans after graduation: "I've got a few options. One, quit
running and become a body builder; two, stay in Huntsville and either get
on full time where I work now or apply for a job elsewhere; or three, go
in the Air Force for a couple years."
If you are a senior sports player and would like to be considered for a future Senior Sports
Profile in The Exponent, then e-mail Raymond Gilstrap at rgilstrap61685@aol.com, or
Aniruddha Joshi at aniruddha.sj@gmail.com.

CHARGER SPORTS SCORES
Volleyball
Record 9-25

Men's Soccer
Record 6-9

October 12
Central Missouri State
Lady Chargers
Henderson State
Lady Chargers

October 12
West Florida
Lady Chargers

October 12
West Florida
Chargers

October 14
Montevallo
Lady Chargers
October 14

October 13
Harding
Lady Chargers
Ouachita Baptist
Lady Chargers

Montevallo
Chargers

October 19
Lady Chargers
Delta State
October 19

Chargers
Delta State
October 16

Lady Chargers
Montevallo

Hockey
Record 1-1
October 22

Cumberland University
Chargers

October 19
Chargers
Canisius

October 18
West Alabama
Lady Chargers

Women's Soccer
Record 6-7-1

When it comes to football, Dr.
Wesley Colley of the UAH Cen
ter for Modeling, Simulation, and
Analysis knows as much about the
sport as he does about astrophysi
cal sciences. With the Colley Ma
trix, he combines his work with his
hobby, expressing a love for foot
ball with numerical equations.
Each year at the end of col
lege football season, the Bowl
Championship Series (BCS) na
tional championship game is held
to determine which team will be
crowned champion of that season.
Teams are ranked through
the BCS system which was intro
duced in 1998. It utilizes two polls,
the Harris Poll and the Coaches'
Poll, and six computer rankings to
determine the two teams that de
serve to play for the championship.
In 2001 the Colley Matrix was
added to the BCS as one of the six
official computer rankings.
"Wins and losses are the only
set of input data used," said Colley
of his system. "For example, at the
beginning of the year, all 120 teams
are tied for first. It proceeds that the
wins and losses of the teams and
the wins and losses of their oppo
nents are factored into the equation
at intervals and consistently turned
out to be one matrix."
Furthermore, if a team with an
excellent record has played only
weak opponents throughout the
season and a team with a slightly
worse record has played strong op
ponents, then the Colley Matrix

would recommend the latter team.
This is called strength-of-schedule,
or SOS.
The Colley Matrix method ac
counts for SOS by adjusting the
wins of each team to an effective
number of wins based on the quali
ty of its opponents. The adjustment
is made again, based on the new,
effective record of the opponents,
and again, and again, until further
adjustments no longer change the
effective win numbers. From this
comes a simple linear solution,
which allows the entire process to
be written as a single matrix equa
tion that can be solved very rapidly
with standard numerical methods.
Colley started work on the ma
trix as a hobby in graduate school
and continued afterwards, publish
ing his work online. When the BCS
system was introduced in 1998
other computer rankings were be
ing used. However, after a contro
versy in 2000 some were discarded
and others, including the Colley
Matrix, were added.
Colley was an undergrate at
the University of Virginia and his
graduate studies focused on gravi
tational lensing and cosmology. In
1998, he received his doctorate in
astrophysical sciences from Princ
eton University. Colley is a big fan
of the University of Georgia be
cause his brother played football
there. But his favorite team is an
obvious one. "The University of
Virginia, my alma mater," he said.
For more information on the Col
ley Matrix, visit www.colleyrankings.com.

October 20
Nebraska-Omaha
Chargers
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CAMPUS CALENDAR
Thursday, Oct. 25
Music Forum: "Chamber Music for Winds," David
Ragsdale, Roberts Recital Hall, 9:30 a.m.
OMA Diversity Workshop, Frank Franz Hall, two ses
sions: 9-11:30 a.m., 2-4:30 p.m.
Friday, Oct. 26
Soccer vs. Christian Brothers, UAH Soccer Field: Men's
Game, noon; Women's Game, 2:30 p.m.
Volleyball vs. Valdosta State, Spragins Hall, 7 p.m.
Saturday, Oct. 27
Volleyball vs. West Florida, Spragins Hall, 1 p.m.
Huntsville Chamber Winds concert, Roberts Recital
Hall, 7:30 p.m.
Monday, Oct. 29
Fall Fest: Comedy Hour, UC Exhibit Hall, 9 p.m.
Tuesday, Oct.30
Fall Fest: Trip to Haunted Com Maze, Time: TBA
Free Flu Shots for currently enrolled students at the
Wellness Center. 8:30am-l 1:30am and 1:30pm-4:30pm.
Must have student ID.
Wednesday, Oct. 31
Fall Fest: Haunted House, UC Exhibit Hall, 9 p.m.
Thursday, Nov. 1
Fall Fest: Film: "Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoe
nix," UC Exhibit Hall, 9 p.m.
Music Forum: Roger Chase, viola, Michiko Otaki, piano,
Roberts Recital Hall, 9:30 a.m.
Volleyball vs. West Georgia, Spragins Hall, 6 p.m.
Visiting Artist Series: Roger Chase and Michiko Otaki,
Roberts Recital Hall, 7:30 p.m.
Student Art Show: John Richardson, UC Gallery
Fridav, Nov. 2
Student Art Show: John Richardson, UC Gallery
AIAA Paper Airplane Contest, UC Exhibit Hall, 2 p.m.
Ice Hockey vs. Minnesota State - Mankato, Von Braun
Center, 7:05 p.m.
Faculty Recital: Ron Wray, clarinet, Elizabeth Loy, cello,
and Becky Waters, piano, Roberts Recital Hall, 7:30 p.m.
Saturday, Nov. 3
Student Art Show: John Richardson, UC Gallery
Cross Country: "NCAA Division II South Regional, 6k
and 10k, Sharon Johnston Park, 9 a.m.
Ice Hockey vs. Minnesota State - Mankato, Von Braun
Center, 3:05 p.m.
UAH Dance Club Workshop, UC Exhibit Hall, 1 - 4 p.m.

Crossword
Across
1 Kind of mail
5 Ariz neighbor
10 Not busy
14 Press
15 Superior in rank
16 Retread, e.g.
17 Overlay, in a way
18 Fiftysomething, say
20 Actor Hoibrook
21 Dentist's directive
22 Gallows loop
23 Trailblazer Daniel
25 Toss back
27 Alex Haley saga
29 Most-used key
33 Ham it up
34 Summer refuge
35 "The fifth Beatle"
36 Bush whack?
37 Ouzo flavoring
38
Kong
39 "Yuck!"
40 Hive Horde
41 One bottled up
42 Traveler's document
44 Like a big brother
45 Invalid
46 Complex unit
48 Church keys?
51 Impulse
52 Shapely leg
55 Bob Cratchitt, for one
58
Betty
59 Cuba or Crete
60 Stopped lying
61 Novel idea
62 Kennedy and Turner
63 Carries on
64 Meyers of SNL
Down
1 Fair-weather system
2 Met offering
3 Garden State Pkwy.
sights

4 It may be bitter
5 Room at sea
6 Diminish
7 Frontal or temporal
8 Brown, e.g.
9 Winter mo.
10 Moe or Larry
11 Prom ride
12 Lucky strikes?
13 Used to be
19 In the cooler
21 Speaker name
24 The Simpson's bus driver
25 Tic

Tuesday, Nov. 6
Student Art Show: John Richardson, UC Gallery
Student Art Show by Nancy Graham, Union Grove Gal
lery

Honors Forum: Jazz& Caribbean Music Workshop, May
Peters, Roberts Recital Hall, 11:10 a.m
Homecoming. Ace Comedian Louis Ratney, UC Exhibit
TH 9 p.m.

54 Urban legend
56 Musician's gift
57 Historic time
58 DHL rival

The best way to
conquer stage fright
is to know what
you're talking about.
• • • Micheal Mescon

By GFR Associates » • » Visit our web site at www.gfrpuzzles.com
By Ed Canty

Solutions to last
issue's puzzles:
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Honors Forum: "Love and Death in Etruscan Urns,"
Prank Franz Hall, 11:10 a.m.
1
Wednesday, Nov. 7
Student Art Show: John Richardson, UC Gallery
Student Art Show by Nancy Graham, Union Grove Gal
lery

43
On A Plane
46 Colgate rival
47 Shrek and Fiona
48 Passing notice
49 Gift on The Bachelor
50 Olympian's quest
51 2nd word of The Raven
53 Tons

26 Ex-NFLer Wilson
27 Energize
28 Watch brand
29 It may be stuffed
30 A government project?
31 Warbuck's ward
32 "Understood"
34 Hair problem
37 Caught off base?
38 Gripped
40 Gumption

Sunday, Nov. 4
Student Art Show: John Richardson, UC Gallery
Monday, Nov. 5
Student Art Show: John Richardson, UC Gallery
"Desperate Etruscan Housewives," Dr. Jean Turfa, U. of
Pennsylvania, Chan Auditorium, 7:30 p.m.
Student Art Show by Nancy Graham, Union Grove Gal
lery
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ACCESIBILITY from Pg 1
than the widespread problem of
earmarked funding and bare mini
mum ADA compliance. It's about
perspective and legitimacy, too.
Adding grab bars in a regular stall
without widening its dimensions
is like ordering a Diet Coke and a
double cheeseburger. The omission
eclipses the accommodation."
Several people on campus have
had trouble with the elevator in
Morton Hall. Felder related, "Even
though I can turn my manual chair
easily, I occasionally get stuck and
have to wait for someone passing
outside the elevator to see me. ...
At least one student has endured
the door partially closing and was
also left without a remedy."
Garrett's mother, Wiffi An
derson, is concerned with the level
of independence available for stu
dents with disabilities who live
on-campus. For example, there is
a pedestrian bridge that reaches
over University Drive beside the
campus exit. This bridge provides
access to restaurants and shopping.
While the bridge has a wheelchair
ramp, there is no sidewalk leading
to it from UAH, and the only curb
cut is in front of the bridge, which
requires entering the heavy traffic
of University Drive for several feet.
This particular area is the responsi
bility of the city, not the university,
confirmed Mike Finnegan, the as
sistant vice president of facilities
operations administration (FOA) at
UAH. He assured, "Anytime we do
renovations, everything is brought
up to ADA codes." He said that
FOA is constantly looking for ac
cessibility, and adds that he relies
upon those having difficulties, to
bring items to his attention. Any
one who notices something that
needs to be repaired or replaced
should contact FOA's work-order
desk.
There are plans for upgrading
some of the buildings on campus.
The renovations to the University
Center include automatic doors at
the main entrance; which is par
ticularly important as it is the loca
tion for the DSS offices. Once con
struction on the Shelby Center for
Science and Technology (SCST)
is completed, renovations will be
gin on Wilson and Madison Halls.
While there are no plans to install
automatic doors in the SCST, there
is still a possibility they could be
added to Wilson and Madison. FOA
also plans to replace the elevators
in both Shelbie King Hall and the
Nursing Building. The passage in
Morton Hall is too small to replace
the elevator with a roomier one,
but the push-button panel has been
lowered to comply with ADA.
However, Issues of accessibil
ity are not limited to physical fa
cilities. In fact, physical mobility is
an obstacle for only a fragment of
the disabled community. "We have
a lot of students coming in with
unseen disabilities, a lot of ADD
(Attention Deficit Disorder), learn
ing disabilities, and psychological
disabilities that are permanent, that
significantly impair [the student's]
ability to learn. What we try to do
is say, 'Let's do something that
equalizes your access to the educa

tion,"' Dinehart clarified.
On the website for Mainstream
Online: Magazine of the Able-Dis
abled, William G. Stothers writes
about a "Tiny Tim sentimentality"
that people without disabilities
often have for those with physi
cal disabilities. This is usually
expressed by, "... that particular
precious smile that mixes com
passion, condescension and pity."
He argues that this mentality, "...
stereotypes people with disabilities
and contributes to our oppression.
When you think about a person
with a disability as someone to feel
sorry for, as someone to be taken
care of and looked after, it is dif
ficult to think about hiring [that
person] as a teacher, an architect
or an accountant. That's part of the
reason why the jobless rate among
working-age people with disabili
ties consistently hovers around 70
percent."
Vocational
Rehabilitation
Services (VRS), a division of the
Alabama Department of Rehabili
tation Services, combines federal
and state funding for tuition, room
and board to provide people with
disabilities opportunities for educa
tion and employment. Because of
support from VRS for educational
expenses, the Andersons are able to
pay a caregiver to live with Garrett
and assist him as needed. Due to
budget cuts for federal programs,
the assistance they receive from
VRS will be drastically reduced
for the 2008-2009 school year to
about one-tenth of what they now
receive. Wiffi is frustrated. "I want
(Garrett) to live every bit of life as
exciting, sad and boring as every
one else. It's been my goal to find
a place he can go to school to do
that." Without programs that help
provide equal access, that goal will
be much more difficult to achieve.
By in large, the most difficult
obstacle for people with disabili
ties is the lack of awareness on
campus. Garrett feels this lack on a
daily basis. "I'm not sure if people
know that people with disabilities
go here. I don't think anybody re
ally seems to know we're here."
Felder attended UAH as an under
graduate, and recalled, "The south,
and this campus [in particular],
lack a visible disabled presence,
so that my transfer to New York
University's Gallatin School of
Individualized Study was a culture
shock on many levels.
"When 1 returned to UAH
to teach in the fall of 2005, I was
pleased to see more students who
balance school and disability, and
who are not afraid to bring those
disabilities to my attention. I was
frustrated, however, that Morton
Hall had changed so little. ... It's
the building I spent most of my time
in as an undergraduate, and now as
an instructor. While I understand
why the university emphasizes
its space and technology pedigree
over its humanities one, that em
phasis has the unintended result
of marginalizing disabled students
and faculty. When renovations are
reserved for buildings devoted to
engineering, math, and science, the
needs of the people who work and
study in other fields are made less
visible. And. then, of course—de

spite a welcoming academic com
munity making a genuine effort to
recognize its student body—those
people become invisible."
Dinehart also laments over
this phenomenon. He yearns for
outreach programs, workshops and
awareness activities, but because
the position for disabilities coor
dinator is only part-time, he lacks
the resources to make these things
happen. Some students and parents

have expressed interest in creat
ing student groups or clubs to help
educate others on campus, but due
to confidentiality requirements, it
is impossible to track down others
on the basis of their disabilities.
Felder, Dinehart, and both of
the Andersons expressed hope that
this article opens eyes and minds
around campus. Felder asserted,
"I've waited for someone outside
my circle to approach these is

sues because I believe awareness
is more powerful when eyes are
opened out of interest and concern
rather than out of obligation." Any
one with concerns, or who wishes
either to volunteer for or to identify
him/herself to DSS may contact
them by visiting the office in room
113 of the University Cen~ter, or
online through the UAH website.

MEN'S GROOMING CENTER
475 Providence Main
256-489-0886
Walk-ins Welcome

ROOSTERS is for men only, we offer Hair cuts, Hot shaves and more, all while you sit back and enjoy
watching sports and have a nice cold drink.. THIS ISN'T YOUR 10 MINUTE HAIR CUT!!

$5oo off

$1Ooo off

HAIR CUT.

HAIRCUT&SHAVE

